
1106

due to some septic absorption from buboes. Petechi&aelig;&mdash;pro-
bably the "tckens" " which Boghurst and other seventeenth
century writers mention as of unfavourable import-only
appeared in 3 per cent. of the cases, and these very
severe ones. The mortality among hospital patients was
73 per cent., and among Europeans 50 per cent. Con-

valescence was very slow. From a series of bacteriological
experiments Dr. Wilm concludes that infection is possible
through the skin, but that this is uncommon; the most

frequent mode of invasion is by the alimentary tract.

The bacillus is very sensitive to heat, light, and fresh air,
and plague, like typhus, would seem to be essentially a filth
disease. The treatment employed was merely symptomatic,
but Yersin’s serum treatment as used by himself in Canton
is said, if employed within the first three days, to have
met with great success. Dr. Wilm gives a scheme of

prophylactic measures, chiefly hygienic-strict cleanliness,
destruction as far as may be of infected material, and special
attention to the water-supply being the most important
points. We have only given the barest outline of Dr. Wilm’s
researches, but the whole Blue-book is deserving of the most
careful attention, and the thanks of everyone are due to
Dr. Wilm, and also to his superiors for the use of his services.
The report is translated by Dr. Maurice Eden Paul.

LORD LISTER AND HIS FORMER HOUSE
SURGEONS AND DRESSERS.

NOT the least interesting of the many expressions of
esteem and regard which have been offered to Lord Lister
on his elevation to the peerage is the banquet which is being
organised by those who have served under him in Glasgow,
Edinburgh, and London as his house surgeons, clerks, and
dressers, and who have therefore been intimately asso-

ciated with him in the spread of his discoveries and the
elaboration of his principles. The dinner will take place
at the Caf6 Royal, Regent-street, on Wednesday,
May 26th. It will be presided over by Professor Joseph
Coats, and will be limited to those who have served
under Lord Lister as house surgeons, clerks, or dressers, as
its intimate character is to be strictly preserved. Lord
Lister entered on his duties at Glasgow in 1861 and at

Edinburgh in 1869, so that considerable difficulty has been
experienced in obtaining the names and addresses of his
assistants in the early period of the thirty-two years during
which he was a teacher of clinical surgery. We are asked
to say that all who have filled any of the offices mentioned I

should communicate at once with the honorary secretary of
the dinner committee, Dr. St. Clair Thomson, 28, Queen
Anne-street, London, and should mention the year in which
they held office, and it is hoped that this information will
be given whether they are able to attend the dinner or not,
as it is desired for sentimental reasons to draw up a correct

list, in chronological order, of the gentlemen who have been
privileged to assist practically in the development of anti- ’,

septic surgery. 
--

THE FEEDING OF YOUNG CHILDREN.

ERRORS in the feeding and management of young children
are responsible for much of the sickness, suffering, and
mortality of early life, and while some parents who ough1
to know better are culpable of gross ineptitude in thE
care of their offspring, there are many among the poorer
classes who are qaite ignorant of the principles whiel

should underlie the rearing of young children. The Sani

tary Committee of Brighouse, Yorkshire, have had pre
pared by their medical officer, Dr. Meredith Young, a sei
of rules, based largely upon the Obstetrical Society’
recommendations, printed on a card with a loop of tapE
attached for the purpose of hanging up for reference.
It is proposed to distribute these rules by the agency

of the local registrars of births and deaths. This is

certainly a step in the right direction, and we should like
to see its more general adoption; but if the information
could be compressed, printed in larger type, and adapted
more to the requirements of the very poor, the value of
the plan would be increased. It is useless to tell a certain
class of the population that children should sleep in

large rooms, for the simple reason that the poor cannot
afford to rent large rooms ; and we doubt very much if this
class of the community understands anything by being told
that the infant’s bath should be at a temperature of about
90&deg; F. As warm as could be comfortably borne by the
mother’s elbow would be a far preferable direction. Apart,
however, from these slight defects the card should certainly
prove to be of use. 

THE NEW BRITISH HOSPITAL AT CANNES.
A PROPOSAL was made some five years ago to erect a per.

manent British hospital at Cannes, and the building, if not

already un fait acconapli, will, we hope, be so shortly. On

April 8th, the first stone of the new buildings was laid by
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales at Sunny Bank,
in, as his Highness himself expressed it, " this charming
Cannes-in this beautiful country." The temporary buildings
which at present constitute a British hospital were opened at
the end of 1893, since which time about 100 patients have
been successfully treated. The new buildings, as Sir Sydney
Waterlow stated in his address to the Prince of Wales, will
provide ten beds for ordinary cases and five beds for con-
tagious cases which will be completely isolated, and the
whole will cost about 55,000 fr. Such an institution is much

needed, and will no doubt be greatly appreciated by many.

THIOSINAMINE IN KELOID.

DR. RICHARD C. NEWTON 1 reports a case of keloid
treated with hypodermic injections of thiosinamine. We
are reminded that this drug, an allyl-sulpho-urea procured
from the volatile oil of horseradish by the addition of

ammonia, was originally used by Hebra as an absorbent of
exudates in corneal opacities and in lupus, and later by
Dr. Tonsey of New York in the treatment of keloid. The

amount injected by Dr. Newton was from fifteen to twenty
minims of a 10 per cent. solution. After repeated injections
a diminution both in size and hardness of the keloids was
observed. In another case of tight contraction of the skin
and subcutaneous tissue after an extensive burn a marked
increase in mobility with softening of the affected tissue
followed the use of these injections. Recovery from a
disease like keloid, we fear, is hardly to be expected under
any method of treatment save excision, but something will
have been gained if further experience of thiosinamine
should confirm the results already claimed for it as an

absorbent of scar tissues. ___

THE JENNER SOCIETY.

WE have before us the report of the executive committee
of the Jenner Society for the year 1896, a society which was
founded in Gloucestershire at the time that the city of
Gloucester was being so severely visited by small-pox,
the main object of the organisation being the dissemination
of knowledge concerning vaccination, which was sadly
wanted there. The society thus formed comprises many
influential persons, and, thanks to the untiring energy and
enthusiasm of its moving spirit, Dr. F. T. Bond, the honorary
secretary, much useful work has been done during the first
year of its existence. It was fitting that such a society
should have its origin in the county where Jenner lived and
worked, but we would fain hope that the good work thus

1 New York Medical Journal, March 20th, 1897.


